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1 WHEN I SAW KING EVENING JULY 26, HE RAISED WITH ME THE 
QUESTION OF THE COMMUNIQUE WHICH HE HAS DRAFTED TO HIS 
TROOPS TO ANNOUNCE THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE SAUDI 
FUNDING OF THE HAWK DEAL. HE MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE ATTACHES 
SOME URGENCY TO ANNOUNCING THE DECISION. 

2. 1 TOLD HIM AGAIN THAT I THOUGHT HIS EFFORTS WOULD BE 
PREMATURE. HE ACCEPTED THE POINT. NEVERTHELESS, HE IS 
CHAMPING AT THE BIT AND MY JUDGMENT IS THAT HE FEELS THERE 
IS ENOUGH GROWING UNCERTAINTLY IN THE ARMY OVER THE DEAL, 

AND PERHAPS EVEN MORE IMPORTANTLY OVER SUCH OTHER 
FACTORS AS THE GOVERNMENT'S CURRENT FINANCIAL DIFFI 
CULTIES, THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE SOME GOOD NEWS 
TO TAKE THE HEAT OFF. 

3. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THE HAWK PROJECT HAS GONE 
SO FAR AND IS TOO IMPORTANT NOW TO BE FOULED UP BY 
ANOTHER PREMATURE COMMUNIQUE FROM THE KING, HOWEVER 
MUCH HE THINKS SAUDIS WILL BE PLEASED WITH HIS TEXT. WHILE 
HE TOOK MY POINT LAST WEEK ABOUT CHECKING ANY SUCH STATEMENT 
WITH THE SUADIS. MY IMPRESSION IS THAT THEIR LAST 
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DEAL WAS ALL WORKED OUT EXCEPT FOR A FEW POINTS. 

I WOULD LIKE TO KEEP KING UP TO DATE ON THE STATE OF 
PLAY WITH THE SAUDIS (REFTEL, IN LARGE PART TO REASSURE HIM 
THAT REAL PROGRESS IS BEING MADE, BUT WOULD WANT TO 
HAVE DEPARTMENT S JUDGMENT ON SUCH A STEP BEFORE 
DOING SO. 

PICKERING 
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